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WISCONSIN WILDLIFE DAMAGE ABATEMENT AND CLAIMS PROGRAM 
Telephone:  1-800-433-0663  

ELIGIBLE SPECIES: 
 

wild deer, bear, geese, turkeys, elk, and cougar 

 

EMPHASIS: 
 

Primary – abatement               Secondary – compensation 

 

ABATEMENT ELIGIBILITY: 
 

 You must be the crop owner. 

 You must control the hunting access on enrolled land (both owned and leased).  NOTE:  For 
leased land the landowner must sign over hunting control to the enrollee. 

 You must enroll under one of the following public access options: 

1) OPEN PUBLIC HUNTING (OPH) 

2) MANAGED HUNTING ACCESS (MHA)  NOTE:  hunter log required 

3) NO PUBLIC HUNTING (ACT 82) – deer shooting permit ONLY.  NOTE:  enrollee must 
waive all right to claim compensation during the calendar year. 

 You must select OPH,  MHA, or ACT 82 and sign a completed enrollment form. 

 You must agree to be cooperative.  Abusive language, behavior or threats of violence or 

otherwise will be considered a failure on the part of the applicant to cooperate. 

 You may not charge any fee for hunting, hunting access, or any other activity that includes the 

species causing the damage.  NOTE:  Hunting leases make the land ineligible for enrollment. 
 

COMPENSATION ELIGIBILITY:  OPH or MHA options ONLY! 
 

 You must follow the provisions listed under abatement eligibility. 

 You must file a complaint with USDA-APHIS-WS within 14 DAYS of first damage. 

 You must follow USDA-APHIS-WS’s recommended abatement. 

 You must contact USDA-APHIS-WS 10 DAYS prior to harvest, thus allowing us enough time to 

conduct our appraisal. 

 You must follow normal agricultural practices. 

 

COMPENSATION: 
 

$500.00 deductible per claim and $10,000.00 maximum claim per year 

 

Attention:  Failure to meet any one of the abatement or compensation eligibility requirements 
will make your crops ineligible for damage compensation that year.  Wrongfully denying hunter 
access OR uncooperative behavior will result in an additional year of program ineligibility. 
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